
The 1st Annual YMP Toronto Chapter Mine Tour 
 
At YMP, we believe that exposing young people to the realities of mining is essential to promote 
a better understanding of the industry and fostering connections between mining professionals.  
On October 14 – 15, 2018, we successfully held our first annual mine tour at the Nickel Rim South 
Mine in Sudbury, Ontario. One of the tour participants, Vidia Panna, Communications Coordinator 
at IAMGOLD, wrote about her first time going down a mine. Here’s her experience:  
 
As someone who works in corporate communications with limited knowledge of mining and 
geology, visiting an underground mine for the first time was eye-opening. My first-hand view of 
how a mine works helped me understand the scale of the industry and meet other mining 
professionals..  
 
I had the exciting opportunity to go on the 1st Annual YMP (Young Mining Professionals) Toronto 
Chapter Mine Tour at the Nickel Rim South Mine in Sudbury, Ontario. It is the largest mine in 
Glencore’s Sudbury Integrated Nickel Operations, which primarily produces nickel and copper, 
with some gold, silver, platinum, palladium and cobalt.  
 
Credited with the co-discovery of the Nickel Rim South Mine, Scott McLean, Executive Director 
at Canadian Gold Miner, kicked off the tour with a presentation on Sudbury’s geological structure 
and how the discovery happened. Followed by an introduction of Glencore operations in the 
Sudbury basin by Jim Lundrigan, Operations Superintendent at the Nickel Rim South Mine, we 
were briefed with useful information about the mine and Glencore’s development over the years.  
 

 
Jim Lundrigan, Operations Superintendent at the Nickel Rim South Mine, giving an introduction of 

Glencore 

https://www.youngminingprofessionals.com/toronto/


 
A demonstration of automated mining at the Nickel Rim South Mine 

 
In our miner’s gear, we went 1,480 meters underground to tour the maintenance area of the mine. 
That’s about as deep as three CN towers underground! The mine operations crew showed us how 
the operations were carried out underground in alignment with Glencore’s focus on health and 
safety. As the recipient of the prestigious John T. Ryan Award in 2013, 2014 and 2017 for being 
the safest metal mine in Ontario, Glencore has been continuously reducing lost-time injuries. We 
were lucky to be at a world-class maintenance shop underground that follows best practices for 
contamination control and keeps its environment clean, safe and well-organized. For an off-site 
professional like me, witnessing their health and safety commitment on site was really inspiring.  
 

 
Mine tour participants, joined by YMP Sudbury members at the underground maintenance area of the 

mine 
 



We wrapped with a comprehensive tour of the nearby Sudbury Smelter, a world-class processing 
facility, and saw the smelting process up close. I was really impressed by the advanced technology 
running the operation, that ensures effectiveness and efficiency, as well as minimizes 
environmental impact. I could see how innovation is a key development aspect in mining and that 
new technology will shape its future.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vidia Panna at the Sudbury Smelter 
 
The tour also provided an opportunity to network with fellow tour participants who work in/with 
the mining industry in different capacities. Here are some of their insights about the tour: 
 
“When you live in Toronto, it’s not every day that you get to see a tele-remote rockblaster. We 
saw one on the tour, as well as other innovative technology the site has implemented — which 
may be adopted across the industry one day. It was an excellent opportunity for a student like 
myself to meet part of the Nickel Rim South’s team and learn about the different career pathways 
I could follow.” – Ogi Kelec, fourth-year Mineral Engineering student, University of Toronto 
 
“YMP offers great opportunities to meet my peers in various parts of the mining industry ranging 
from geologists and engineers to accountants, analysts and executives. On the tour, we saw many 
disciplines which work together across the life cycle of a mine. I was particularly fascinated by the 
high-tech engineering at the mine and the modern yet still distinctly medieval art of processing 
and smelting.” – Rabi Nizami, Associate Analyst, Metals & Mining, National Bank Financial 
 
Special thanks to YMP Toronto, Glencore, IAMGOLD and Marcott Mining Machinery for making 
this event possible!  
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